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1As [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 

works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 

who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.”  
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on 

the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). 

So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.  
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same 

man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.  

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”  

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”  
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which 

Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the 

Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man 

replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”  
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 

Sabbath.”  

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.  
17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was 

your eyes he opened.”  

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”  
34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And 

they threw him out.  35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, 

he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  
36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”  
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”  
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.  

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those 

who see will become blind.” 

 

“Why, oh why, is this happening to me?”  Have you ever found yourself asking a 

question along those lines, wondering why a certain chain of events in your life could possibly 

have unfolded in the way that it did?  Now, it’s possible that it’s a question you’ve asked 

yourself when something truly amazing has happened in your life.  On a wedding night, at the 

birth of a child, after being awarded a promotion or a scholarship, you might find yourself 

incredulously asking, “Why me?  What have I ever done to deserve this?” 

It’s more likely, however, that you’ve asked yourself that question not at times when you 

were at your strongest or when you felt like a million bucks, but when you felt emotionally 

bankrupt and when you were at your weakest.  Those times or situations may take on a different 



shape and form for each of us and some of us I’m certain have far more of them than others, but 

we do all have moments where, in weakness, we start to wonder or maybe even come right out 

and ask, “Why, oh why, is this happening to me?  What could I possibly have done to deserve 

this?” 

That question that we ask ourselves is not all that different from the question Jesus’ 

disciples asked Him at the beginning of our Gospel lesson.  Jesus had come to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles (that would make it around October the year before His 

crucifixion).  When the feast was over, Jesus and his disciples were making their way through 

Jerusalem when they came across a man whom John tells us had been blind from birth.  When 

they saw him, Jesus’ disciples asked, Rabbi, (teacher) who sinned, this man or his parents, 

that he was born blind? 

I wonder what went through his head when he heard them ask that question…  He had 

probably heard the same question asked by children to their parents as they passed him in the 

streets, some blunt passers-by may have put the question directly to him, and probably just like 

you and I would have done he had asked himself that question.  “Why did this happen to me?  

What did I or my parents or anyone do that I should deserve this?”  As many times as he may 

have heard or asked that question, this time was different, because this time, someone gave an 

answer.  The man they had addressed as Rabbi spoke, Neither this man nor his parents sinned, 

but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.  As long as it is day, 

we must do the works of Him who sent me.  Night is coming, when no one can work.  While 

I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

Then He drew closer, and the blind man heard Him spit onto the ground.  A moment later 

he felt something wet and gritty being rubbed over his eyes and then that same voice spoke once 

again into his ear, Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.  So he went and washed, and came home 

seeing. 

I wonder what was going through His mind then… As he took in, for the first time, 

everything around him, and saw the faces of his friends and neighbors whom he had only known 

by the sound of their voices, he must have still been thinking about the words that Jesus had 

spoken, this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.  Just what exactly 

did that mean?   

When you’re going through your own personal moments of weakness there are a number 

of things that people will say to you, among which—when you are surrounded by good, 

Christian friends—may well be a sentiment such as “Even if we can’t see it right now, God has a 

plan.  Or, God promises that everything will work out for good.”  It’s wonderful to have 

Christian friends who point us back to God and His good and perfect plan for our lives when 

we’re struggling though one weakness or another, but it can still leave us wondering, “How?  

How can this be a part of a good plan?  How are God’s works being displayed through this?  

What good purpose could this possibly serve?” 

It wasn’t long before the man from our lesson found the answer to those questions.  His 

friends brought him to the Pharisees who questioned him about how he had regained his sight.  

They started quarreling among themselves over whether Jesus had broken the Sabbath by 

making the mud he used to heal the man, and finally they turned back to the man and asked him 

a question, “It was your eyes He opened,” they said, “What do you have to say about Him?”  

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”   
If I had a dollar for every time somebody asked me point blank in a conversation, “What 

do you have to say about Jesus?”, I wouldn’t be a whole lot richer than I am right now, would 



you?  As far as evangelism opportunities go, that’s the dream, isn’t it?  There are plenty of 

people in our lives that we would love to share the good news about Jesus with.  One of the 

hardest parts can be working that into conversations about everyday things.  If people would just 

up and ask us, “What do you have to say about Jesus?”, that would simplify matters a bit, 

wouldn’t it? 

It just sort of happens that moments of weakness and difficulty tend to provide us with 

just those kinds of opportunities.  It happens when we remember that our struggles and 

weaknesses aren’t always about us.  It happens when, instead of asking “Why, oh why, is this 

happening to me?”, we ask instead, “How, oh how, can I use this so that the works of God might 

be displayed?” 

When you’re lying in a hospital bed (a place you never really want to be) you have a few 

options.  You can either be moody and grumpy and take out your frustration on all the people 

trying to care for you, or you can put on a happy face and stay cheerful and then someone might 

ask you, “How can you stay so positive, when you’re so sick or so hurt?”  And then you can 

reply, “Let me tell you…”   

When you’re working through a rough patch in a relationship, or getting pushed around 

at work or at school, and you keep a cool head and try to work things out as calmly as possible; if 

you don’t take the bait when others are provoking you but keep your composure, people will 

start to notice and they just might ask what it is that keeps you from lashing back or from 

wanting to get revenge, and then you can say, “Let me tell you…”   

When a loved one dies, when you lose your job, when accidents and disasters wreak 

havoc in your life, you’ll have friends coming to you to empathize, and commiserate.  They’ll 

say, “I’m sorry you’re going through this; it really stinks; let me know if there’s anything I can 

do.”  And when you’re the one who tells them, “It’s okay, God has a wonderful plan for me and 

this is a part of it.  I know that whatever happens, he’ll work it out for my good,” they are going 

to wonder how you can possibly say something like that in the wake of what has happened to 

you.  And then you can say, “Let me tell you…” 

“You see, I can stay cheerful, or calm and composed, I can keep a positive outlook in the 

midst of all of my struggles, because I know that God loves us.  He loves us so much that even 

though He is God, He came down into this world to live a human life just like you and me.  And 

he went through struggles and endured weakness just like we do.  In fact, He suffered an 

incredible amount; He was tortured and even killed, and He did all of that to rescue me from my 

greatest weakness and my greatest struggle of all.  Jesus suffered and died as the punishment for 

my sins, to repair my broken relationship with God.  He forgave my sins and now He has given 

me a place in heaven.  So, when my life here—as hard and as difficult as it may prove to be—is 

over, all of my struggles will be over as well, and in the meantime, I may as well make the best 

of it.  And all of that which He’s done for me, He’s done for you as well.” 

Those opportunities can come when we are at our absolute weakest.  Jesus may rescue 

you from the struggles you are undergoing just like He did by giving the blind man his sight.  

But whether He does, or not, remember that He has rescued you from spiritual blindness.  He has 

shown you the depths of your sin in the law and the depths of His love in the gospel.  He has 

rescued you from sin and death and given you the gift of eternal life. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares we have already come.  His grace has brought us 

safe thus far, and His grace will lead us home.  When you are weak, He is strong.  When we 

wonder where the path He has us on could possibly be leading, we know that wherever it is, His 



hand will guide us, His love will support us, and His Word will give us the strength and the 

courage to face whatever lies ahead.  Amen. 

 


